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HOUSE BILL 1532

Passed Legislature - 1995 Regular Session
State of Washington 54th Legislature 1995 Regular Session

By Representatives Dyer, Dellwo, Ballasiotes, Cody, Cooke and
Thibaudeau

Read first time 01/30/95. Referred to Committee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to the certification of mental health counselors;
and amending RCW 18.19.120.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 18.19.120 and 199 1 ¢ 3 s 27 are each amended to read
as follows:

(1) The department shall issue a certified mental health counselor
certificate to any applicant meeting the following requirements:

(&) A master’s or doctoral degree in mental health counseling ((or —
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required—for—ecertification))—er—a—behavioral science master's or

doctoral degree in a related field with the program equivalency as
determined by rule by the department based on nationally recognized
standards; and

(b) Two years of postgraduate practice of counseling under the
supervision of a qualified mental health counselor-supervisor or other
mental health professional deemed appropriate by the secretary that may
be accumulated concurrently with completion of the required program
equivalency; and

(c) Qualification by an examination, submission of all necessary
documents, and payment of required fees.

(((4))- (2) __ Certified mental health counseling practice is that
aspect of counseling that involves the ((rendering te—dividbals;————
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professional mental health counseling services to individuals, couples,

and families, singly or in_ groups, whether the services are offered

directly to the general public or through organizations, either public

or private, for a fee, monetary or otherwise. "Certified mental health

counseling" means the application of principles of human development,

learning theory, group dynamics, and etiology of mental illness and

dysfunctional behavior to individuals, couples, families, groups., and

organizations, for the purpose of treating mental disorders and

promoting optimal mental health and functionality. Certified mental

health counseling also includes, but is not limited to, the assessment,

diagnosis, and treatment of mental and emotional disorders, educational

technigues developed to prevent such disorders, as well as the

application of a wellness model of mental health

(3) Nothing in this definition shall be construed as permitting the

administration or prescribing of drugs or in _any way infringing upon

the practice of medicine and surgery as defined in chapter 18.71 RCW.

(4) The secretary may establish rules governing mandatory

continuing _education requirements for a certified mental health

counselor applying for renewal.
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